Color Activities: Hues, Tints, and Shades
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1. Using the color wheel as guide paint the appropriate hues
 in the blanks. Use only primary colors, mixing the secondary and intermediate colors.
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2. In this activity you will be working with tints
. Paint a pure hue in the far left block and pure white in the far right block. Gradually add a little color to your white to make a very light tint. Paint it in the second box from the left. Continue, creating a scale from pale on the right to vivid on the left.
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3. Using a pure hue on one end, create a gradient scale of shades
 by adding the tiniest bit of black, darkening each block a little more than the last.

Color Activities: Intensity
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4. A color’s intensity
 can be lowered in two ways. One way is to add a bit of its complement
 to it. The example above demonstrates how in the pair of complementary hues, red and green, green added to red lowers the intensity of the red hue and red added to green lowers the intensity of the green hue. Experiment with three complementary pairs
 in the empty scales below. Use pre-mixed secondary colors if you have them.
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Red and Green
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Blue and Orange
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Yellow and Violet

5. A color’s intensity can also be lowered by adding gray to the hue. 
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You can see from the example above how the blue color becomes duller as more gray is added. Mix up about a tablespoon of a medium gray. Using the same color of gray, create 2 more intensity scales using any of the hues above (primary or secondary). Notice the difference between the two different methods of lowering intensity.
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� Hue: the name of the color as it is labeled on the color wheel.


� Tint: a color that has been lightened with white added to it.


� Shade: a color that has been darkened by adding black to it.


� Intensity: how bright or dull a color is. The highest intensity of a color is the hue on the color wheel.


� Complement: the color opposite (across from) on the color wheel. Green is the complement of red.


� Complementary pairs: each pair of colors opposite each other on the color wheel.





