Contact Prints

DIRECTIONS ON MAKING A CONTACT PRINT FROM A NEGATIVE
Additional Information in the text:  The Photographic Eye,  pp. 234-235

Your first contact print will be of your natural subject. This will gave you a negative of that drawing.

For the remainder of the term, the light box or enlarger will be used to make POSITIVES from the negatives you take with your pinhole camera.  Follow these directions carefully, measure accurately and record everything!
1. When making a contact print, the negative comes in "contact" with the photographic printing paper and is exposed to light. A contact print is the same size as a negative. Exposure is made when light passes through the glass and negative to reach the printing paper. Make one contact print at a time. Take the drawing, or negative into the darkroom. Close the darkroom door and turn on only the RED-SAFE LIGHT!

2. Go into the cabinet, into the photography box and into the black, protective bag to get a piece of photo paper. Cut the paper to 3½ x 4 inches and return the other piece back into the black, protective bag. Put the photo-paper box back into the cabinet. NEVER LEAVE PHOTO PAPER LAYING OUT ON THE COUNTER. ALWAYS PUT IT AWAY!

3. Along the edge of the paper on the back, IN PENCIL ONLY, write your Initials and the amount of time you will be exposing this photographic paper.  For example, if I am making a contact print of my subject drawing for 15 seconds, I will identify my paper as shown above. ALWAYS MARK EVERY PIECE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC PAPER WITH YOUR INITIALS AND THE EXPOSURE TIME.

4. Now you are ready to make a contact print.  Hold your photo paper, emulsion side up.  Place your drawing (or negative) on top of the paper so that the image side is down and touching the emulsion side of the paper.  To ensure close contact between the paper and negatives during exposure, place the glass on top and line all three up in the metal frame. 

5. Using the switch, expose the paper for 5 seconds. You can count to yourself ... one, and two, and three, and, etc. all the way to 5 (or whatever has been judged the appropriate amount of time). Turn off the switch. You may use the timer if you wish. Develop the photographic paper.

6. Check your print. A perfect picture should have equal amounts of pure black and pure white with as many gray tones as possible in between, if your picture is too light (you had a really dark negative), then make another contact print but expose it for a longer time. Write the correct time on the back of the photographic paper. If your photograph is too dark (you had a really light negative), then make another contact print but expose it for a shorter time. Write the correct time on the back of the photographic paper. (If you are doing a contact print of your drawing, your problem may be that you did not do enough shading on your drawing.)  Do this until you get a perfect print.

Test Strip

See page 235 in your book, The Photographic Eye.





































K. M.  15








