Measure and Mark

When creating your rhythm strips (or any art work which requires exact measurements) you will do a process that I call "Measure and Mark". For this exercise you will need a 5" by 6" piece of paper and a ruler.

1. First, lay the paper on the table in front of in a position that is wider horizontally as shown here.


This is called a landscape format.

2. Next, lay your ruler along the edge and close to the top, lining up the 0 edge with the exact edge of the paper.





· Tip:  When you line up your ruler, make sure that you look straight down from directly over your ruler. Also look straight down over your ruler when you make your marks. Why? If you look at your ruler from an angle, you will make your marks to the side of where they need to be and not exactly where they should be. Look at the next page for an example.
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Looking from side.
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Looking straight down from above.

3. Using your pencil, very lightly make a small mark on your paper exactly at the 1", 2", 3", 4", and 5" marks. Your paper will have very light pencil marks like this:


4. Now, leaving your paper just as it is, move your ruler down to close to the lower edge of the paper like this:




Tip: Don not forget to line up the 0 edge with the exact edge of the paper.

5. Make your marks as before.

6. Turn your paper on its side like so:

7. Now you will need to VERY LIGHTLY draw lines across your paper to separate your rhythm strips neatly from each other. When you are done, your paper will look like this:
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